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August 30, 2005
Dear Senator:

On behalf of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG), representing 49,000
physicians and partners in women's health, I urge you to adopt several provisions that would improve the
health of women and families across the nation, as you consider the FY06 Labor Health and Human
Services, and Education Appropriations bill

We believe that women should be able to plan their pregnancies, appropriately spacing births according to
their family goals. Currently one half of all pregnancies, apprmdmamlmeiﬂjon,munimended,vdth 1.3
million ending in abortion. Uninmmdp:egnmniﬁcandsoposcmneccssaryhnalﬂmﬁslcsmwomm
Ensuring access to family planning, funding women's health rescarch and outreach, and providing medically
accurate, comprehensive sexuality edwaﬂoncouldhclpmduccﬁmealnmingmandimpmveﬂwquaﬁty
of women’s health care.

Continue Support for the National Fetal Infant Mortality Review

TthowcbiﬂmMainsmpoﬁlmguage,whichwmﬂdensmﬁmdingfmtthaﬁonal Fetal Infant Mortality
Review. ACOG has had a cooperative partnership with the Health Resources and Services Administration
(HRSA) since IMwmmcMsmmmmmgmhnmowdmmmﬁmﬁmbeWemlocalhmm
systems that work to decease the infant mortality rate.

Fund the Provider’s Partnerships Program

The House bill also wccmagesthcm{SAwwnﬁnueﬁmdingthelmgstmdinngvidu‘stmhip
program. Programfundingof$500,000wou1daﬂowthmeparme:shipsto coordinate care between local
health providers and public agencies to address important issues in women's health such as postpartum
depression or smoking cessation during pregnancy.
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The Senate bill includes languagethatwouldrequirCthﬂDq)arhnmt of Health and Huraan Services 0
mviewthc4paralt&govwobaite.InApﬁl,ACOGcaH:dontthepmﬁneuItnchangcmedicallymmcm‘aw
informaﬁononﬂaesitemgardingsms,conhmq}ﬁoﬂmdpwgmncy.

The Senate bill would also aherthccunmtAborﬁonNon-DiscrﬁninaﬁmActlmguagesomatitwould only

apply to the counse and provision of abortion services, andmtrcfm'aIS.Doctorsmmomllyobjectto
aborﬁmshoﬂdberqdredmrefapaﬁmmMOmﬂphyddmswhowiﬂpmMemeapmpﬁmm

perinatal depression (ocourring during preguancy or postpartum). ACOG stronglysmpoﬂsmoreresmh
ﬂmdingandﬁmdingofprogrmstoimpm%detecﬁonandumnmtofaoondiﬁonﬁmtaffectsasmanyas1
inlOpmgnaanomenin&leUS.

We hope that you will keep fhese important provisions in the final appropriations bill Should you have any
questions, please contact Krysta Jones, ACOG Govermnment Relations staff at 202-314-2322.

Sincerely,
Meered A, Neocle

Michael T. Mennuti, MD, FACOG
President

THE AMERICAN mmzorommlms AND GYNECOLOGISTS » WOMEN'S HRALTH CARE PHYSICIANS
409 12™ STREET SW WASHINGTON DC 20024-2188
MAJLING ADDRESS: Pﬁﬁxm WASHINGTON pC
e
lInternet: http:/www.acog.00E

08/30/2005 3:44PM



